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Simulation of the Youth European Parliament

* The steps of the simulation and the involved institutions have been modified for pedagogical purposes and do not necessarily reflect the proceedings of the European Parliament.
Day I

Introductory lecture (45 minutes)
- 
introduction to EU institutions

- 
general outline of the concepts related to the simulation: structure of the European Parliament, form of representation, relation to the European Commission, role and competencies

- 
overview of the basic concepts related to simulation: motion, political groups, resolution, amendment, rules of courtesy, roles of different members in the European Parliament (chair, member of the European Parliament, secretary-general of the European Parliament)

Opening meeting of the parliamentary session (45 minutes)
- 
establishing roles of members in attendance 

- 
establishing political groups  

-
 nominating and electing the Chair (three members of the Assembly are chosen to act as Chairs during the sessions based on rotation system)

- 
nominating and electing the Secretary-General of the European Parliament

SESSION OPENS
1. Special report by the Rapporteur on Youth Issues in the European Parliament (45 minutes)

· The Rapporteur presents the current state of affairs concerning youth in the European Parliament with special emphasis on youth political participation. What are the causes of general decline in interest, what is the demographic structure, what are the most worrisome trends with regard to youth policies in the EU, etc… 
· The participants are presented with the Resolutions developed by the Rapporteur 
· Special time slot is dedicated to a Q&A session with the Rapporteur on possible questions connected with the introduced motions





· Participants are given basic research pack on the presented motions and time to refresh their knowledge
2. Work in political groups (1,5 hour)
a) POLITICAL MISSION OF EACH GROUP (45 minutes)
· Political groups brainstorm about their political mission and goals. They prepare a short party programme, form the position to youth issues and select a name of the political group. 

· Participants select a representative who in a short speech (no more than 3 minutes presents the general political position of the group, their position on youth issues and the name of the political party.
b) INTERNAL DISCUSSION OF THE PROPOSED MOTIONS (45 minutes)

· Political groups meet to discuss the introduced motions. They prepare the list of motions they tend to support, brainstorm about suggestions to improve the motions; think about possible shortcomings of the suggested resolution.

· Each group selects a Rapporteur who will present the position of the political group on the proposed motions
3. First reading 
- Representative of each political group presents the position of their political party about the proposed motions (no more than 5 minutes per group)
- the participants have to be aware of the importance of the first reading since they will form coalitions and positions in relation to other political groups based on the results of this session

- there is no discussion in this phase of the simulation

Day II
4. Lobbying

- (informal in the evening, morning session on the 2nd day starts with 45 minutes formal time allocated to finalizing the coalitions)
5. Second reading (2 hours)

· Each proposed resolution is debated before the Assembly. Each group can present maximum 2 changes to the resolution. Coalition of at least 2 political groups can introduce an amendment to the resolution. An amendment is either a change in the original wording of the resolution or an addition to the proposed text of the resolution. 
· The changes and possible amendments are debated in general discussion – pros and cons of the proposed resolution, proposed changes and proposed amendments are discussed. Members who do not support the assembly’s decision continue to participate equally in future deliberations.
· The resolution is put to vote. First the members of the Parliament vote on the amendments and changes made to the original text of the resolution. The voting procedure continues with a vote on the (amended) resolution. Resolution is adopted through a simple majority vote. Members of the European Parliament act in accord with their own judgments, often informed by the views of their constituents and/or political group membership. 
6. Feedback and evaluation (45 minutes)
"This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This document reflects the views only of the organizer, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein."
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